
We are all familiar with the two blue bound books distributed by the Grand Lodge of Ohio. 

One, marked “Educational Programs” contains the Officer’s’ Manual, the Lodge Education Officer’s Manual, the Leadership Manual and the Candidate Counselor’s Handbook.

We will discuss the other, the much feared “Code Book of Masonic Law.”

As Worshipful Master and an officer of your Lodge, it is very important that while you may not be able to immediately recall a particular part of the Code Book, you know that it is in the Book and you know how to research it.  

One of the easiest ways to accomplish this is by enrolling for the Series IV and Series V Training Courses.  These courses are designed to aid officers and interested members to become familiar with the regulations, customs, procedures and history of Masonry in Ohio.  Each course is $6.00 per member.  I urge each of you to register and complete the course.  You can receive the application from your Lodge Education Officer, the District Deputy Grand Master, or the Grand Lodge website, www.freemason.com.

The Table of Contents divides the Code Book into six major parts.  They include:

1.
Act of Incorporation of the Grand Lodge


Constitution of the Grand Lodge


Charges of a Freemason


By Laws of the Grand Lodge



Resolutions of the Grand Lodge


2.
Code for Government of Lodges


3.
Trials and Trial Procedures


4.
Ceremonies


5.
Forms


6.
Index

Changes in Code and By Laws of the Grand Lodge


How many in this audience have said:
1) 
I am not going to Grand Lodge because nothing is ever done or

2)
I am going to Grand Lodge but nothing will be done.

This is two statements I heard two years ago right before the most revolutionary change in 195 years of Masonic history when the delegates of the Grand Lodge passed legislation for a One Day Class.

Nothing ever done?

Since 1995,-

-We have recognized the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Ohio as a legitimate organization.

- We have changed the age of majority to 19 years. 

- We have approved Plural Membership

- We have made changes in the requirements of catechism

- We have eliminated the requirement that a Petition be held over for a certain number of meetings before it can be balloted upon

-We have allowed a Past Master to carry a proxy for one of the three principal officers of a lodge.  

- We have eliminated the requirement that a Masonic meeting be opened before an social event, including an Open Installation of Officers.

- Perhaps as important as any change, we have changed our code 34.01 to read “I would be proud to sponsor you for membership.”

I most emphatically claim that more changes in Ohio Freemasonry have been made in the eight years since October 1995 than in the previous 195 years – combined.
How do we change our Code? 
For those of you who still believe that there are Code changes to be made or ideas you want the Grand Lodge to approve, we will talk today about how to change the Code.

The Code and By Laws are not meant to be changed easily or quickly.  Our forefathers wrote the section to change the Code and By Laws in such a manner that change would be difficult.  It frustrates many of us.
The Code and the By Laws of the Grand Lodge may be altered or amended only in the following manner:

1)
Sponsored by not less than five members of the The Grand Lodge.  The By-laws discuss who is a member of the Grand Lodge.

2)
It must be reduced to writing and filed with the Grand Secretary

3)
It must be entered upon the minutes of the Grand Lodge and

4)
laid over until the next Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge.  It must pass by two-thirds of the members present and voting.  It may, however, be acted upon immediately if no more than 25 of the members of the Grand Lodge object.

Proposed Legislation 2003-A

“No brother shall be eligible to elected Secretary of his lodge who shall have passed his 70th birthday….A brother who serves as secretary for 10 or more years or becomes ineligible because he is more than 70 years old shall upon retirement become Secretary Emeritus and the Lodge may (at its discretion) remit all or part of his dues.”

Proposed Legislation 2003-B

Modifies how long a member can attend Lodge if he does not pay his dues.  This changes the effective date from December 31 to March 31.  It also allows for his suspension on March 31.
Proposed Legislation 2003-C
Permits at the discretion of the Worshipful Master for proceedings, balloting and business of the Lodge to be conducted in the Entered Apprentice Degree.  Only Master Masons will be permitted to participate in balloting and voting on business that may come before the Lodge

Proposed Legislation 2003-D
Eliminates the prohibition of alcoholic beverage in a cbanquet room or other room. This legislation still prohibits alcoholic beverages in any room dedicated to Freemasonry.
Proposed Legislation 2003-E

When a Brother commits an act or crime that may lead to suspension or expulsion or bring great disrepute upon the Fraternity, the Grand Master may suspend the brother so accused until a trial in the matter or if, in his judgment, the good of the Lodge, Grand Lodge or of the Masonic Fraternity requires such action.  
(Currently the Code permits the Grand Master to suspend a Worshipful Maste3r or a present or past Grand Lodge Officer, but not a member of the Grand Lodge of Ohio).

Proposed Legislation 2003-F
Permits the Grand Lodge of Ohio to institute a system of “Historic Lodge” constituted of all of the Lodges from the Grand Lodge of Ohio that are no longer in possession of their charter and Ohio Military Lodges and Lodges constituted by other states before the inception of the Grand Lodge of Ohio.

This legislation did not refer to specific Code or ByLaws numbers and the Jurisprudence Committee is working to define what should be done with it.  Perhaps it may be a part of the Resolutions of the Grand Lodge.
Masonic Trials
Sections 40 through 45 of the Grand Lodge Code describes in detail the ins and outs of Masonic Trial Procedure.  Hopefully you will never have take any part of that unfortunate proceedings, either as a charging officer, a hearing officer or as an accused.
Accordingly, we will discuss only the important parts of the Trial Procedure.

It is clear from the Code and is very specific that Masonic government and discipline shall be settled in Masonic tribunals only and not in the civil courts.  If this has been challenged in a civil court, I am not aware of it.

Felony
In most cases, the conviction of a Felony by a member of a Lodge causes the Worshipful Master to take action.


Promptly upon receiving information of the conviction, the Master shall appoint an investigating committee whose responsibility it is to obtain a certified copy of the Judgment Order and to ascertain that the person named in the Order is, in fact, the Lodge member.  If that is determined to be true, the Master shall charge the Brother in writing with UnMasonic Conduct, and forward the same to the Grand Secretary.  The Grand Secretary will transmit it to the Trial Commission-in-Chief, RWB Morton Negin for proceedings.

Charges other than a Felony



When a complaint, either orally or in writing is made against a Brother to the Master of a Lodge, of sufficient importance to require an investigation, this complaint shall be referred at the next meeting to a standing Committee on Grievances or to a special committee.  The Committee, if possible, will attempt to reconcile the difficulty.  This may require sitting the parties down and discussing the incident.  If the committee decides that the matter calls for action, charges and specifications against the accused shall be reported and entered in full upon the minutes of the Lodge.


Any member of a Lodge may prefer charges against a brother which must be filed with the Secretary.  Complaints and charges however against the Master and any present or past officer of the Grand Lodge shall only be tried by the Grand Lodge.



All Masonic trials shall be conducted by the Trial Commission.  Entered apprentices and Fellow Crafts shall also be tried by the Trial Commission.



Each year the Grand Master appoints a Trial Commissioner in Chief.  The Grand Master also appoints a Board of ten or more present Masters of Lodges in each of the seven trial regions to serve as Trial Commissioners.



The Grand Master also appoints one Judge Advocate in each Trial Region.  The Judge Advocate conducts the prosecution of cases before Trial Panels.



The accused brother is served with a copy of the charges together with a Summons to appear at a time and placed named.  He is to make answer to the accusations as he may desire.  It shall be served at least 14 days prior to the hearing.  His response may be in person or in writing.



If he fails to appear or answer, the Trial Panel can examine the charges without him.



If a lodge fails to present charges to the Grand Secretary, the Code permits the brother or the lodge to appeal to the Grand Master who may cause the charges to be sent to the Chairman of the Panel.



The trial shall be held by the Trial Panel and the method is discussed in the Code if you choose to review it.



A brother may at any time within one year thereafter appeal the decision of the Trial Panel.  When an appeal is taken, the Grand Secretary refers the original report of the Trial Panel to the Chairman of the Committee on Grievances of the Grand Lodge.  It will be reviewed in its entirety and presented to Grand lodge with a recommendation to approve, reverse or modify the action of the Trial Panel.


Chapter 44 refers to Complaints against Masters of Lodges or of past or present Grand Lodge officers.  If it becomes your bad fortune to wish to review this, it is at page 125 of the Code.



The only penalties for Unmasonic Conduct are Reprimand, Suspension or Expulsion, which shall be inflicted according to the nature and degree of the offense.  A Lodge failing or neglecting to administer punishment ordered by the Grand Master (thru the Trial Commission in Chief) shall be amenable to discipline and its Charter subject to arrest and forfeiture.



When a suspension or expulsion is ordered, the power of Restoration exists first in the Lodge and then in The Grand Lodge.



All appeals for Restoration must first be submitted to the Lodge of which he belonged.  This will be in writing, read at a stated meeting, and read at the next meeting.



The Lodge must approve to restore from suspension by ¾ majority.



The Lodge must approve to restore from expulsion by a unanimous ballot.



If the Lodge does not approve, the appeal dies. 



Once the ballot is approved, the Secretary shall send the appeal to the Grand Secretary and he to the Grievance Committee of the Grand Lodge. 



The vote by the Grand Lodge to restore to membership either from suspension or expulsion shall be ¾ majority of those delegates present and voting.



Masonic trials and Trial procedures is a delicate process.  Unsubstantiated charges, or a faulty investigation can cause distress to the member and conflict within the Lodge.  Be completely familiar with the Code, sections 40-45.   Before you bring charges or refer to a committee, I suggest you contact the District Deputy Grand Master assigned to your lodge.  He will contact the Regional Trial Commissioner and the Judge Advocate for assistance, if needed. 

